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1   Introduction 

1.1 Introduction to Language 

This phonological summary outlines the phonemic system of the Southern 
Gondi language. Gondi is the language spoken by the Gond tribals. It 
belongs to the Dravidian family of languages. They live in the central part 
of India. Five dialects have been identified as being spoken by them. 
Southern Gondi is spoken by the Gonds living in Gadchiroli and 
Chandrapur districts of Maharashtra State and Adilabad district of Andhra 
Pradesh.  
 
The people call themselves Koitor but others refer to them by the name 
Gond. The total number of speakers is estimated to be approx. 1.5 lakhs. 
For the purpose of this study we have chosen the name Southern Gonds to 
describe the people and their language. In short, they are being referred to 
as the Gonds. 
 
The authors of this paper started their study of this language in the year 
1998 and have continued up to the present time, June 2000. This paper is 
based on a list of 855 words.  

1.2 Acknowledgements 

We wish to thank all the many people who made it possible for us to study 
the Southern Gondi language and analyze its phonological structure. 
 
Particular thanks is due to our Gondi friends, especially Ramesh Gattu 
Gedam who sat with us and taught us the intricacies of his mother tongue.  
 
We want to express our gratitude to Mr. Bruce Symons from SIL for the 
consultation and guidance he gave us at various stages of the analysis. We 
are also grateful to Mr. Mark Penny for typesetting the paper. Finally, 
thanks to the Indian Institute of Cross-Cultural Communication for 
providing the facilities which enabled us to do the analysis and to write 
this paper. 
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1.3 Phoneme chart 

Consonant chart 
 

 Labials Coronals Retroflex Palatal Velar Glottal 
Plosive vl p t ÿ t�S k  
Plosive vd b d ê d�Z g  

Nasal m n     
Fricative v s    h 
Lateral  l     

Trill  r     
Approxima

nt 
   j   

Vowel chart 
 

i iù "â   u uù u) 
e eù e)   o où o) 
   «     
   a a)    

1.4 Symbols and Abbreviations  

The symbols used for the phonetic transcription in this paper follow the 
conventions of the I.P.A., International Phonetic Alphabet. 
 

[ ] Phonetic data 
/ / Phonemic data 
ù Full length 
. Syllable break between consonants 
 ) Nasalisation 
imp. Imperative 
Masc. Masculine 
Non masc. Non-masculine 
C Consonant 
V Vowel 
sg. Singular 
pl. Plural 
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2   Interpretation 
The syllable types in the data are V, VC, CV, CVC, CVCC. There are no 
word initial CC clusters. Also, there are no univalent VV clusters in the 
data. 

2.1 Unit or Sequence 

/t�S/,/d�Z/  Affricate phonemes are interpreted as units since there are 
no univalent word initial CC clusters. Also, they are 
grouped together with plosives since they pattern in 
exactly the same way. 

/pJ/,/tJ/,/t�SJ/,/sJ/,/vJ/,/kJ/ Since there are no initial CC 
clusters the palatalised consonants are interpreted as 
units. 

/nt/,/nd/,/÷ÿ/,/÷ê/,/øt�S/,/ød�Z/,/Nk/,/Ng/  Nasal and 
homorganic plosives are interpreted as sequences for the 
sake of economy of phonemes. 

 

2.2 Consonant or Vowel 

/v/,/j/,/h/ Since there are no univalent VV clusters these 
segments are interpreted as consonants when they occur 
next to vowels. 
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3   Identification of Phonemes 
All the phonemes are laid out in the following order of positions in the 
examples wherever possible: 
 word initial 
 word medial 
 word final  

3.1 Consonant Phonemes 

Consonant phonemes are 18 in number and they fall into six groups based 
on the point of articulation – Labial, Coronal, Retroflex, Palatal, Velar and 
Glottal. A distinctive feature of Gondi is found, in that some speakers tend 
to palatalize the consonants. These palatalized consonants are being 
considered as consonants that are in free variation with their non 
palatalized counterparts. 
 

3.1.1 Bilabials 

/p/ [p] Voiceless unaspirated bilabial plosive  
 /peùê«l/ {Éä%b÷±É [pEùê«l] ‘baby’ 506 

 /peh«t�Sant«n/ {Éä½þSÉÉÆiÉxÉ [pEh«t�SJan5t5«n] ‘split/chop’ 331 

 /k«p«êiâ/ Eò{ÉËb÷ [k«p«}iâ] ‘clothes’ 361 

/b/  Realised by the following two labials in conditioned 
variation 

 [B] Voiced bilabial fricative occuring after lengthened high 
vowels 

 /d�Ziùbili/ VÉÒÊ¤ÉÊ±É [d�ZiùBili] ‘ear wax’ 120 

 /g«duùb«/ MÉnÚù¤É [g«d5uùB«] ‘chin’ 669 

 [b] Voiced unaspirated bilabial plosive occuring elsewhere 

 /b«l«ha/ ¤É±É½þÉ [b«l«ha] ‘how’ 086 

 /bab«l/ ¤ÉÉ¤É±É [bab«l] ‘father’ 029 

 /k«b«ê/ Eò¤Éb÷ [k«b«ê] ‘work’ 828 
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/m/ [m] Voiced bilabial nasal 

 /mimeùÿu/ Ê¨É¨Éä%]Öõ [mimEùÿu] ‘you’ 013 

 /m«r«miâ/ ¨É®úË¨É [m«R«miâ] ‘marriage’ 003 

 /velum/ ´Éä±ÉÖ¨É [vElum] ‘boundary’ 875 

 

3.1.2 Labio-dentals 

/v/  Realised by the following two variants.  

 [V] Voiceless labio-dental approximant occuring syllable 
finally except in geminate clusters where [v] occurs.  

 /h«vksant«n/ ½þ´ÉCºÉÉÆiÉxÉ [h«Vksan5t5«n] ‘I kill’ 3
3
3 

 /evtir/ B´ÉÊiÉ®ú [EVt5iR] ‘arrive’ 3
5
3 

 /dav/ nùÉ´É [d5aV] ‘father's elder 
brother’ 

6
4
7 

 [v] voiced labio-dental fricative occuring elsewhere 

 /veùste/ ´Éä%ºiÉä [vEùst5E] ‘if layed’ 058 

 /nava/ xÉÉ´ÉÉ [nava] ‘my’ 002 

 /«vvu/ +v´ÉÖ [«vvu] ‘those,they 
(nonmasc)’ 

838 

 

3.1.3 Dental 

/t/  Realised by the following two variants. 

 [t5] Voiceless dental unaspirated plosive 

 /terahtor/ iÉä®úÉ½þiÉÉä®ú [t5ERaht5�r] ‘he fought’ 133 

 /teha/ iÉä½þÉ [t5Eha] ‘lift’ 471 

 /veùr«rtaâka/ ´Éä%®ú®úiÉÉÆEòÉ [vEùR«rt5aâka] ‘after getting 
separated’ 

062 
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/d/ [d5] Voiced dental unaspirated plosive 

 /dar«/ nùÉ®ú [d5aR«] ‘outside courtyard’ 3
6
7 

 /p«di/ {ÉÊnù [p«d5i] ‘ten’ 8
0
6 

 /«svonÿ«d/ +ºÉ´ÉÉå]õnù [«sv�÷ÿ«d5] ‘like that’ 8
1
0 

 

3.1.4 Alveolar 

/n/  Realised by the following five variants in conditioned 
variation 

 [n5] Voiced dental nasal occurring before dental plosives. 

 /anta/ +ÉÆiÉÉ [an5t5a] ‘enough’ 411 

 /andu/ +ÉÆnÖù [an5d5u] ‘is’ 617 

 /intor/ <ÆiÉÉä®ú [in5t5�r] ‘he said’ 816 

 [÷] Voiced retroflex nasal occurring before retroflex plosives. 

 /miùnêa/ ¨ÉÓb÷É [miù÷êa] ‘sleep’ 356 

 /tenêa/ iÉåb÷É [t5E÷êa] ‘open’ 307 

 /k«nÿe/ EÆò]äõ [k«÷ÿE] ‘ring-silver worn 
on neck’ 

754 

 [ø] Voiced palatal nasal occurring before post alveolar 
affricates 

 /int�Si/ <ÆÊSÉ [iøt�Si] ‘after saying’ 088 

 /keùnd�Za/ Eå%òVÉÉ [kEùød�Za] ‘hear’ 629 

 /gund�Za/ MÉÖÆVÉÉ [guød�Za] ‘pillar’ 942 
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 [N] Voiced velar nasal occurring before velar plosives 

 /bongu/ ¤ÉÉåMÉÖ [b�Ngu] ‘bamboo 
(thick)’ 

511 

 /dong«/ nùÉåMÉ [d5�Ng«] ‘liar’ 763 

 /hoùngu/ ½þÉå%MÉÖ [h�ùNgu] ‘anger’ 485 

 [n] Voiced alveolar nasal occurring elsewhere 

 /nar/ xÉÉ®ú [nar] ‘village’ 708 

 /nava/ xÉÉ´ÉÉ [nava] ‘my’ 002 

 /puùn«/ {ÉÚxÉ [puùn«] ‘new’ 916 

/s/ [s] Voiceless alveolar grooved fricative 

 /soùng«/ ºÉÉå%MÉ [s�ùNg«] ‘cigar’ 670 

 /vaseùm«nta/ ´ÉÉºÉä%¨ÉÆiÉÉ [vasEùm«n5t5a] ‘she is 
coming’ 

998 

 /t«ras/ iÉ®úÉºÉ [t5«Ras] ‘snake’ 682 

 

/l/ [l] Voiced alveolar lateral 

 /loùn/ ±ÉÉä%xÉ [l�ùn] ‘house’ 001 

 /naluâ/ xÉÉ±ÉÖÆ [naluâ] ‘four 
(non.masc.)’ 

076 

 /porol/ {ÉÉä®úÉä±É [p�R�l] ‘name’ 009 

 
/r/ Realised by the following variants in conditioned variation  

 [R] Voiced alveolar flap occurring word initially  

 /rimm«/ Ê®ú¨¨É [Rimm«] ‘drunk (liqour)’ 780 

 /reppaâ/ ®äú{{ÉÉÆ [REppaâ] ‘feathers’ 147 

 /reja/ ®äúªÉÉ [REja] ‘get down 
(imp.)’ 

870 
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 [r] Voiced alveolar trill occurring word finally 

 /boùr/ ¤ÉÉä%®ú [b�ùr] ‘anyone’ 063 

 /hillor/ Ê½þ±±ÉÉä®ú [hill�r] ‘didnot give’ 067 

 /huùêur/ ½ÚþbÖ÷®ú [huùêur] ‘they (masc) 
won't see’ 

274 

Both the above variants of /r/ occur in free variation in word medial 
positions. 

 /heùnê«r«ê/ ½å%þb÷®úb÷ [hEù÷ê«r«ê] ‘wife's younger 
sisters’ 

0
4
8 

 /dumar«m/ nÖù¨ÉÉ®ú¨É [d5umaR«m] ‘wind’ 0
7
2 

3.1.5 Retroflex 

/ÿ/ [ÿ] Voiceless retroflex plosive 

 /ÿ«rr«/ ]õ®ú [ÿ«rr«] ‘call to scare 
(goat)’ 

633 

 /eùÿi/ B%Ê]õ [Eùÿi] ‘goat’ 179 

 /hiùk«ÿ/ ½þÒEò]õ [hiùk«ÿ] ‘darkness’ 738 

/ê/  Realised by the following two variants. 

 [}] Voiced retroflex flap varying freely with [ê] inter 
vocalically 

 /hiêu/ Ê½þbÖ÷ [hi}u] ‘under’ 464 

 /hiêu/ Ê½þbÖ÷ [hiêu] ‘under’ 452 

 
 /muêi/ ¨ÉÖÊb÷ [mu}i] ‘knot’ 325 

 /muêi/ ¨ÉÖÊb÷ [muêi] ‘knot’ 391 

 [ê] Voiced retroflex plosive occurring elsewhere 

 /monêiguÿÿa/ ¨ÉÉåÊb÷MÉÖ^õÉ [m�÷êiguÿÿa] ‘Mondigutta’ 008 

 /toêêi/ iÉÉäÊd÷ [t5�êêi] ‘mouth’ 381 
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3.1.6 Post alveolar 

/t�S/ [t�S] Voiceless post alveolar affricate 

 /t�Seêê«/ SÉäd÷ [t�SEêê«] ‘bad’ 136 

 /leht�Sant«n/ ±Éä½þSÉÉÆiÉxÉ [lEht�San5t5«n] ‘I untie’ 982 

 /«t�Sor/ +SÉÉä®ú [«t�S�r] ‘that much’ 814 

We note that with some speakers a non contrastive voiceless alveolar 
grooved fricative [s] occurs between [h] and [t�S] as can be seen in 
the example above. 

/d�Z/ [d�Z] Voiced post alveolar affricate 

 /d�Ziùbili/ VÉÒÊ¤ÉÊ±É [d�ZiùBili] ‘ear wax’ 120 

 /d�Ziùd�Zi/ VÉÒÊVÉ [d�Ziùd�Zi] ‘call to (cow)’ 632 

 /p«d�Zo/ {ÉVÉÉä [p«d�Z�] ‘after/behind’ 042 

 

3.1.7 Palatal 

/j/ [j] Voiced palatal approximant 

 /jeùru/ ªÉä%¯û [jEùRu] ‘water’ 3
9
0 

 /reja/ ®äúªÉÉ [REja] ‘get down (imp.)’ 8
7
0 

 /nalp«j/ xÉÉ±É{ÉªÉ [nalp«j] ‘forty’ 1
6
5 

3.1.8 Velar 

/k/ [k] Voiceless velar plosive  

 /keùlku/ Eä%ò±EÖò [kEùlku] ‘hair’ 1
8
8 

 /h«ker/ ½þEäò®ú [h«kER] ‘early morning’ 1
2
1 

 /peùêek/ {Éä%bä÷Eò [pEùêEk] ‘seeds’ 8
7
1 
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/g/  Realised by the following two variants in conditioned 
variation 

 [Ä] Voiced velar fricative occuring [g] inter vocalically 

 /poùgu/ {ÉÉä%MÉÖ [p�ùÄu] ‘ring’ 736 

 /poùgu/ {ÉÉä%MÉÖ [p�ùgu] ‘ear ring’ 921 

 
 /pull«g«/ {ÉÖ±±ÉMÉ [pull«Ä«] ‘sour’ 461 

 /pull«g«/ {ÉÖ±±ÉMÉ [pull«g«] ‘sour’ 922 

 
 [g] Voiced velar plosive occurring elsewhere  
 /goê«t�So/ MÉÉäb÷SÉÉä [g�ê«t�S�] ‘some’ 098 

 /puùlgu/ {ÉÚ±ÉMÉÖ [puùlgu] ‘marrow’ 037 

 

3.1.9 Glottal 

/h/ [h] Voiceless glottal fricative 

 /hiùm/ ½þÒ¨É [hiùm] ‘give’ 176 

 /loùha/ ±ÉÉä%½þÉ [l�ùha] ‘send’ 306 

 /p«hka/ {É½þEòÉ [p«hka] ‘search’ 451 
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3.2 Vowels 

The vowels occur in six contrasting positions of articulation and they are 
explained below. 

/i/ [i] Voiced close front unrounded vowel. 

 /ittiùn/ <kÉÒxÉ [it5t5iùn] ‘you said’ 3
5
1 

 /piÿe/ Ê{É]äõ [piÿE] ‘bird’ 5
0
1 

 /k«riùgoùÿi/ Eò®úÒMÉÉä%Ê]õ [k«Riùg�ùÿi] ‘should learn’ 8
6
1 

/e/ [E] Open mid front unrounded vowel 

 /elli/ BÎ±±É [Elli] ‘rat’ 9
7
6 

 /peÿÿa/ {Éä^õÉ [pEÿÿa] ‘hen (before laying 
eggs)’ 

8
5
7 

 /h«êe/ ½þbä÷ [h«êE] ‘younger sister's 
husband’ 

8
5
4 

/a/ [a] Open front unrounded vowel 

 /asi/ +ÉÊºÉ [asi] ‘after 
happening’ 

014 

 /marta/ ¨ÉÉ®úiÉÉ [mart5a] ‘finished’ 879 

 /eùta/ B%iÉÉ [Eùt5a] ‘take’ 292 

/«/ [«] Mid central unrounded vowel 

 /«svonÿ«d/ +ºÉ´ÉÉå]õnù [«sv�÷ÿ«d5] ‘like that’ 8
1
0 

 /kuùsm«ê/ EÚòº¨Éb÷ [kuùsm«ê] ‘crowing of cock’ 7
2
6 

 /n«hag«/ xÉ½þÉMÉ [n«hag«] ‘with me’ 4
0
6 

 



Identification of Phonemes 

12 

/o/ [�] Open-mid back rounded vowel 

 /orre/ +Éä®äú [�rrE] ‘small river’ 9
5
8 

 /korru/ EòÉä®Öú [k�rru] ‘chicken’ 6
6
7 

 /loppo/ ±ÉÉä{{ÉÉä [l�pp�] ‘in’ 0
0
5 

 

/u/ [u] Voiced close back rounded vowel. 

 /usmant«n/ =º¨ÉÉÆiÉxÉ [usman5t5«n] ‘I am wiping’ 321 

 /kureùê/ EÖò®ä%úb÷ [kuREù}] ‘small river’ 957 

 /k«êuku/ EòbÖ÷EÖò [k«}uku] ‘eyes’ 140 

 

3.2.1 Nasalised vowels 
Nasalisation of vowels is a feature found in Southern Gondi. Nasalised 
vowels contrast with the non nasalised ones, the evidence of which is 
provided in section 4.2.2 below. 
 
Nasalised vowels found in the language are as follows: 

/"â/ ["â] Voiced close front nasalised unrounded vowel occurring 
word finally. 

 /akiâ/ +ÉËEò [akiâ] ‘leaves’ 099 

 /hariâ/ ½þÉË®ú [haRiâ] ‘chappathies’ 834 

 /m«r«miâ/ ¨É®úË¨É [m«R«miâ] ‘marriage’ 003 

 

/e)/ [E)] Voiced open-mid front nasalised unrounded vowel 
occurring word finally. 

 /hilleâ/ Ê½þ±±Éå [hillEâ] ‘no (pl)’ 802 

 /piÿeâ/ Ê{É]åõ [piÿEâ] ‘birds’ 491 

 /hoùdeâ/ ½þÉä%nåù [h�ùd5Eâ] ‘magic’ 999 
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/a)/ [a)] Voiced open front nasalised unrounded vowel 

 /keùjaâta/ Eä%òªÉÉÆiÉÉ [kEùjaât5a] ‘she is calling’ 7
8
4 

 /martaâ/ ¨ÉÉ®úiÉÉÆ [mart5aâ] ‘finished’ 4
1
0 

 /puùsaâ/ {ÉÚºÉÉÆ [puùsaâ] ‘beads’ 5
3
1 

 

/o)/ [�)] Voiced open-mid back nasalised rounded vowel  

 /it�Soâre/ <SÉÉå®äú [it�S�ârE] ‘only this 
much’ 

093 

 /tinnoâ/ ÊiÉzÉÉå [t5inn�â] ‘they (non 
masc) won't 
eat’ 

282 

 /huùêoâ/ ½Úþb÷Éå [huùê�â] ‘they (pl) will 
not see’ 

276 

 

/u)/ [u)] Voiced close back nasalised rounded vowel 

 /moùpuâku/ ¨ÉÉä%{ÉÖÆEÖò [m�ùpuâku] ‘during season’ 071 

 /naluâ/ xÉÉ±ÉÖÆ [naluâ] ‘four 
(non.masc.)’ 

076 

 /hejjuâ/ ½äþªªÉÖÆ [hEjjuâ] ‘five’ 019 
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3.2.2  Lengthened vowels 
Vowel length is constrative for the following vowel phonemes. Evidence 
for this is shown in section 3.2.3. 

/iù/ [iù] Voiced close front unrounded long vowel 

 /miùn/ ¨ÉÒxÉ [miùn] ‘fish’ 150 

 /hiùk«ÿ/ ½þÒEò]õ [hiùk«ÿ] ‘darkness’ 738 

 /miùnêm«ê/ ¨ÉÓb÷¨Éb÷ [miù÷êm«ê] ‘to sleep’ 774 

 

/eù/ [Eù] Open mid front unrounded long vowel 

 /eùÿi/ B%Ê]õ [Eùÿi] ‘goat’ 179 

 /peùê«l/ {Éä%b÷±É [pEùê«l] ‘child’ 330 

 /teù/ iÉä% [t5Eù] ‘rise up’ 385 

 

/où/ [�ù] Open mid back rounded long vowel 

 /oùn«d/ +Éä%xÉnù [�ùn«d5] ‘his’ 197 

 /noùnêe/ xÉÉå%bä÷ [n�ù÷êE] ‘rope’ 721 

 /koùjtor/ EòÉä%ªÉiÉÉä®ú [k�ùjt5�r] ‘Gond tribals’ 803 

 

/uù/ [uù] Close back rounded long vowel 

 /uùsa/ >ðºÉÉ [uùsa] ‘plaster (imp)’ 946 

 /g«duùb«/ MÉnÚù¤É [g«d5uùB«] ‘chin’ 669 

 /huùêsi/ ½Úþb÷ÊºÉ [huùêsi] ‘since it saw’ 841 



Evidence of Contrast 

15 

4   Evidence of Contrast 

4.1 Consonants 

4.1.1 Bilabial 

/p/ /b/ 
 /pal/ {ÉÉ±É [pal] ‘milk’ 6

4
2 

 /bal/ ¤ÉÉ±É [bal] ‘father (to address)’ 1
4
5  

 /p«di/ {ÉÊnù [p«d5i] ‘ten’ 806 

 /b«du/ ¤ÉnÖù [b«d5u] ‘who (non 
masc)’ 

365 

 
 /duppi/ nÖùÎ{{É [d5uppi] ‘deer’ 749 

 /dubb«/ nÖù¤É¤É [d5ubb«] ‘dirt’ 760 

/p/ /m/ 
 /piùm/ {ÉÒ¨É [piùm] ‘to catch’ 649 

 /miùn/ ¨ÉÒxÉ [miùn] ‘fish’ 150 

 
 /pokk«/ {ÉÉä�ò [p�kk«] ‘hole’ 198 

 /mokku/ ¨ÉÉä�Ùò [m�kku] ‘offering/sacrifi
ce’ 

925 

 
 /piêupu/ Ê{ÉbÖ÷{ÉÖ [piêupu] ‘bamboo woven 

door’ 

513 

 /hinumu/ Ê½þxÉÖ¨ÉÖ [hinumu] ‘bangle (iron)’ 522 

/b/ /m/ 
 /baÿo/ ¤ÉÉ]õÉä [baÿ�] ‘elder sister's 

husband’ 

900 

 /maku/ ¨ÉÉEÖò [maku] ‘to/for us’ 018 

 
 /bejj«r/ ¤ÉäªªÉ®ú [bEjj«r] ‘open’ 059 

 /meddur/ ¨ÉäqÖù®ú [mEd5d5ur] ‘brain’ 586 
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 /m«bbu/ ¨É¤É¤ÉÖ [m«bbu] ‘cloud’ 681 

 /r«mb«/ ®ú¨É¤É [R«mb«] ‘parrot’ 930 

 

/m/ /n/ 
 /maku/ ¨ÉÉEÖò [maku] ‘to/for us’ 018 

 /naku/ xÉÉEÖò [naku] ‘to me’ 064 

 
 /nid�Z«ma/ ÊxÉVÉ¨ÉÉ [nid�Z«ma] ‘is it true’ 883 

 /tin«na/ ÊiÉxÉxÉÉ [t5in«na] ‘eatable’ 125 

 
 /piùm/ {ÉÒ¨É [piùm] ‘to catch’ 649 

 /miùn/ ¨ÉÒxÉ [miùn] ‘fish’ 150 

 

/b/ /v/ 
 /baÿo/ ¤ÉÉ]õÉä [baÿ�] ‘elder sister's 

husband’ 

900 

 /vaÿa/ ´ÉÉ]õÉ [vaÿa] ‘pour’ 309 

 
 /b«t�Sor/ ¤ÉSÉÉä®ú [b«t�S�r] ‘how many’ 792 

 /v«ror/ ´É®úÉä®ú [v«R�r] ‘alone (masc)’ 484 

 
 /bab«l/ ¤ÉÉ¤É±É [bab«l] ‘father’ 029 

 /nav«d/ xÉÉ´Énù [nav«d5] ‘mine’ 419 
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4.1.2 Dental 

/d/ /ê/ 
 /toêêi/ iÉÉäÊd÷ [t5�êêi] ‘mouth’ 381 

 /doêêu/ nùÉädÙ÷ [d5�êêu] ‘thick’ 664 

 
 /m«ti/ ¨ÉÊiÉ [m«t5i] ‘memory’ 979 

 /p«di/ {ÉÊnù [p«d5i] ‘ten’ 806 

 
 /dantaâ/ nùÉÆiÉÉÆ [d5an5t5aâ] ‘they (non masc) will 

go’ 

2
8
6 

 /koùndaâ/ EòÉå%nùÉÆ [k�ùn5d5aâ] ‘bull (pl)’ 6
1
2 

/t/ /ÿ/ 
 /t«ÿÿ«/ iÉ^õ [t5«ÿÿ«] ‘bamboo basket 

(for cow dung)’ 

5
1
6 

 /ÿ«rr«/ ]õ®ú [ÿ«rr«] ‘call to scare (goat)’ 6
3
3  

 /m«ti/ ¨ÉÊiÉ [m«t5i] ‘memory’ 979 

 /taÿi/ iÉÉÊ]õ [t5aÿi] ‘palm tree’ 878 

 
 /petteù/ {ÉäkÉä% [pEt5t5Eù] ‘ant’ 4

9
0 

 /piùÿe/ {ÉÒ]äõ [piùÿE] ‘pregnant (local)’ 9
6
5 
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/d/ /ê/ 
 /p«di/ {ÉÊnù [p«d5i] ‘ten’ 806 

 /v«êi/ ´ÉÊb÷ [v«êi] ‘wind; air’ 480 

 
 /teùdsi/ iÉä%nùÊºÉ [t5Eùd5si] ‘after rising up’ 386 

 /veùêsi/ ´Éä%b÷ÊºÉ [vEùêsi] ‘moon’ 876 

 
 /p«ê«n«d/ {Éb÷xÉnù [p«ê«n«d5] ‘old’ 446 

 /puÿum«ê/ {ÉÖ]Öõ¨Éb÷ [puÿum«ê] ‘birth’ 554 

 

/d/ /n/ 
 /dan«d/ nùÉxÉnù [d5an«d5] ‘her's’ 195 

 /nav«d/ xÉÉ´Énù [nav«d5] ‘mine’ 419 

 
 /dad«/ nùÉnù [d5ad5«] ‘brother (elder)’ 6

0
5 

 /nan«/ xÉÉxÉ [nan«] ‘father's younger 
brother’ 

1
8
4  

 /«svonÿ«d/ +ºÉ´ÉÉå]õnù [«sv�÷ÿ«d5] ‘like that’ 810 

 /usmant«n/ =º¨ÉÉÆiÉxÉ [usman5t5«n] ‘I am wiping’ 321 

/t/ /r/ 
 /teha/ iÉä½þÉ [t5Eha] ‘lift’ 471 

 /reha/ ®äú½þÉ [REha] ‘take it down’ 896 

 
 /tasa/ iÉÉºÉÉ [t5asa] ‘close’ 308 

 /rasa/ ®úÉºÉÉ [Rasa] ‘apply (oil)’ 495 

 
 /loùtu/ ±ÉÉä%iÉÖ [l�ùt5u] ‘depth’ 400 

 /goùru/ MÉÉä%¯û [g�ùRu] ‘nail’ 905 
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/d/ /r/  
 /dad«/ nùÉnù [d5ad5«] ‘brother (elder)’ 605 

 /rasa/ ®úÉºÉÉ [Rasa] ‘apply (oil)’ 495 

 
 /doùdo/ nùÉä%nùÉä [d5�ùd5�] ‘call to hen’ 634 

 /roùt«/ ®úÉä%iÉ [R�ùt5«] ‘dirty’ 761 

 
 /dad«/ nùÉnù [d5ad5«] ‘brother (elder)’ 6

0
5 

 /dar«/ nùÉ®ú [d5aR«] ‘outside courtyard’ 3
6
7 

/t/ /t�S/ 
 /tinma/ ÊiÉxÉ¨ÉÉ [t5inma] ‘don't eat’ 283 

 /t�Sinn«/ ÊSÉzÉ [t�Sinn«] ‘small’ 820 

 
 /tenêa/ iÉåb÷É [t5E÷êa] ‘open’ 307 

 /t�Seêê«/ SÉäd÷ [t�SEêê«] ‘bad’ 136 

 
 /m«ti/ ¨ÉÊiÉ [m«t5i] ‘memory’ 979 

 /p«t�Si/ {ÉÊSÉ [p«t�Si] ‘wet’ 448 

/d/ /d�Z/ 
 /dad«/ nùÉnù [d5ad5«] ‘brother (elder)’ 6

0
5 

 /d�Zav«/ VÉÉ´É [d�Zav«] ‘rice porridge’ 9
8
5  

 /dar«/ nùÉ®ú [d5aR«] ‘outside 
courtyard’ 

367 

 /d�Zaêi/ VÉÉÊb÷ [d�Zaêi] ‘grass’ 055 

 
 /s«ndi/ ºÉÆÊnù [s«n5d5i] ‘since’ 376 

 /v«nd�Zi/ ´ÉÆÊVÉ [v«ød�Zi] ‘paddy’ 454 
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4.1.3 Alveolar 

/l/ /r/ 
 /naluâ/ xÉÉ±ÉÖÆ [naluâ] ‘four (non.masc.)’ 0

7
6 

 /haruâ/ ½þÉ¯ûÆ [haruâ] ‘six’ 8
6
7  

 /bal/ ¤ÉÉ±É [bal] ‘father (a form of 
addressing)’ 

1
4
5 

 /nar/ xÉÉ®ú [nar] ‘village’ 7
0
8  

 /porol/ {ÉÉä®úÉä±É [p�R�l] ‘name’ 009 

 /v«ror/ ´É®úÉä®ú [v«R�r] ‘alone (masc)’ 484 

 

/n/ /d/ 
 /nav«d/ xÉÉ´Énù [nav«d5] ‘mine’ 419 

 /dan«d/ nùÉxÉnù [d5an«d5] ‘her's’ 195 

 
 /nan«/ xÉÉxÉ [nan«] ‘father's younger 

brother’ 

1
8
4 

 /dad«/ nùÉnù [d5ad5«] ‘brother (elder)’ 6
0
5  

 /m«nu/ ¨ÉxÉÖ [m«nu] ‘please wait’ 6
7
4 

 /b«du/ ¤ÉnÖù [b«d5u] ‘who (non masc)’ 3
6
5 

/s/ /t�S/ 
 /sitku/ ÊºÉiÉEÖò [sit5ku] ‘rubbish’ 394 

 /t�Sinn«/ ÊSÉzÉ [t�Sinn«] ‘small’ 820 

 
 /sevÿi/ ºÉä´ÉÊ]õ [sEVÿi] ‘deaf’ 743 

 /t�Seêê«/ SÉäd÷ [t�SEêê«] ‘bad’ 136 
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/s/ /d�Z/ 
 /s«plaka/ ºÉ{É±ÉÉEòÉ [s«plaka] ‘quiet (be)’ 436 

 /d�Z«pp«n«/ VÉ{{ÉxÉ [d�Z«pp«n«] ‘fast’ 144 

 
 /kiùsi/ EòÒÊºÉ [kiùsi] ‘as (as a small one)’ 1

0
1 

 /d�Ziùd�Zi/ VÉÒÊVÉ [d�Ziùd�Zi] ‘call to (cow)’ 6
3
2  

 /huùês«nt«n/ ½Úþb÷ºÉÆiÉxÉ [huùês«n5t5«n] ‘I see’ 2
4
8 

 /tind�Zant«n/ ËiÉVÉÉÆiÉxÉ [t5iød�Zan5t5«n] ‘1.present.sg I 
eat’ 

2
4
3 

4.1.4 Retroflex 

/ÿ/ /ê/ 
 /g«ÿka/ MÉ]õEòÉ [g«ÿka] ‘jowar’ 455 

 /v«êka/ ´Éb÷EòÉ [v«êka] ‘speak’ 343 

 
 /«ÿm«ê/ +]õ¨Éb÷ [«ÿm«ê] ‘to cook’ 699 

 /«êm«ê/ +b÷¨Éb÷ [«êm«ê] ‘crying’ 728 

 
 /hiùk«ÿ/ ½þÒEò]õ [hiùk«ÿ] ‘darkness’ 738 

 /miùj«ê/ ¨ÉÒªÉb÷ [miùj«ê] ‘daughter’ 415 

/ÿ/ /t�S/ 
 /hoùnÿu/ ½þÉå%]Öõ [h�ù÷ÿu] ‘go (imp-pl)’ 178 

 /hoùnt�Si/ ½þÉå%ÊSÉ [h�ùøt�Si] ‘after going’ 885 

 
 /anÿur/ +ÉÆ]Öõ®ú [a÷ÿur] ‘all (masc)’ 483 

 /m«nt�Si/ ¨ÉÆÊSÉ [m«øt�Si] ‘after staying 
together’ 

041 

 
 /k«nÿe/ EÆò]äõ [k«÷ÿE] ‘ring-silver worn on 

neck’ 

7
5
4 

 /m«nt�Si/ ¨ÉÆÊSÉ [m«øt�Si] ‘after staying 
together’ 

0
4
1 
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/ê/ /d�Z/ 
 /tenêa/ iÉåb÷É [t5E÷êa] ‘open’ 307 

 /kend�Za/ EåòVÉÉ [kJEød�Za] ‘hear’ 434 

 
 /peùnê«/ {Éå%b÷ [pEù÷ê«] ‘bowel’ 977 

 /keùnd�Za/ Eå%òVÉÉ [kEùød�Za] ‘hear’ 629 

 
 /p«nêi/ {ÉÆÊb÷ [p«÷êi] ‘fruit’ 170 

 /v«nd�Zi/ ´ÉÆÊVÉ [v«ød�Zi] ‘paddy’ 454 

/ê/ /r/ 
 /oùêu/ +Éä%bÖ÷ [�ùêu] ‘bet’ 548 

 /oùru/ +Éä%¯û [�ùru] ‘they’ 804 

 
 /d�Zaêi/ VÉÉÊb÷ [d�Zaêi] ‘grass’ 055 

 /bari/ ¤ÉÉÊ®ú [bari] ‘why’ 773 

 
 /guùê«/ MÉÚb÷ [guùê«] ‘nest’ 9

1
5 

 /muùr«/ ¨ÉÚ®ú [muùR«] ‘measure (elbow to 
hand)’ 

9
8
0 

/ÿ/ /r/ 
 /naÿe/ xÉÉ]äõ [naÿE] ‘in our village’ 8

2
3 

 /bari/ ¤ÉÉÊ®ú [bari] ‘why’ 7
7
3  

 /heÿeê/ ½äþ]äõb÷ [hEÿEê] ‘knife’ 420 

 /bereùê/ ¤Éä®ä%úb÷ [bEREùê] ‘river’ 956 

 
 /g«ÿka/ MÉ]õEòÉ [g«ÿka] ‘jowar’ 455 

 /n«rka/ xÉ®úEòÉ [n«Rka] ‘night’ 917 
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4.1.5 Palatal 

/d�Z/ /j/ 
 /d�Zav«/ VÉÉ´É [d�Zav«] ‘rice porridge’ 985 

 /jav«/ ªÉÉ´É [jav«] ‘mother’ 581 

 
 /p«d�Zo/ {ÉVÉÉä [p«d�Z�] ‘after/behind’ 042 

 /ajo/ +ÉªÉÉä [aj�] ‘won't happen’ 350 

 
 /kend�Za/ EåòVÉÉ [kJEød�Za] ‘hear’ 434 

 /pejj«/ {ÉäªªÉ [pEjj«] ‘calf’ 625 

 
 /veêid�Zu/ ´ÉäÊb÷VÉÖ [vEêid�Zu] ‘bear’ 533 

 /verijum«ê/ ´ÉäÊ®úªÉÖ¨Éb÷ [vERijum«ê] ‘to be afraid’ 473 

 

4.1.6 Velar 

/k/ /g/ 
 /k«rsa/ Eò®úºÉÉ [k«rsa] ‘learn’ 948 

 /g«rse/ MÉ®úºÉä [g«rsE] ‘standto store’ 860 

 
 /k«nk«/ EÆòEò [k«Nk«] ‘bamboo 

(thick)’ 

512 

 /p«ng«/ {ÉÆMÉ [p«Ng«] ‘branch’ 587 

 
 /k«êuku/ EòbÖ÷EÖò [k«}uku] ‘eyes’ 140 

 /poêugu/ {ÉÉäbÖ÷MÉÖ [p�êugu] ‘height’ 888 
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/g/ /h/ 
 /guùê«/ MÉÚb÷ [guùê«] ‘nest’ 915 

 /huùê«/ ½Úþb÷ [huùê«] ‘see’ 253 

 
 /g«êsu/ MÉb÷ºÉÖ [g«êsu] ‘cruel’ 727 

 /h«êpi/ ½þb÷Ê{É [h«êpi] ‘cow dung’ 715 

 
 /b«g«/ ¤ÉMÉ [b«g«] ‘where’ 430 

 /doha/ nùÉä½þÉ [d5�ha] ‘to build’ 610 

/k/ /h/ 
 /kurmi/ EÖò®úÊ¨É [kurmi] ‘husk (paddy)’ 704 

 /hurve/ ½Öþ®ú´Éä [huRvE] ‘honey’ 199 

 
 /p«kk«/ {É�ò [p«kk«] ‘side’ 057 

 /p«hka/ {É½þEòÉ [p«hka] ‘search’ 451 

 
 /hiùj«ka/ ½þÒªÉEòÉ [hiùj«ka] ‘because noone 

helped’ 

068 

 /giùl«ha/ MÉÒ±É½þÉ [giùl«ha] ‘like this’ 443 

4.1.7 Glottal 

/h/ /g/ 
 /huùê«/ ½Úþb÷ [huùê«] ‘see’ 253 

 /guùê«/ MÉÚb÷ [guùê«] ‘nest’ 915 

 
 /h«êpi/ ½þb÷Ê{É [h«êpi] ‘cow dung’ 715 

 /g«êsu/ MÉb÷ºÉÖ [g«êsu] ‘cruel’ 727 

 
 /doha/ nùÉä½þÉ [d5�ha] ‘to build’ 610 

 /b«g«/ ¤ÉMÉ [b«g«] ‘where’ 430 
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4.2 Vowels 

4.2.1 Short vowels 
The contrast between short vowels is shown below. 

/i/ /e/ 
 /tiha/ ÊiÉ½þÉ [t5iha] ‘feed’ 124 

 /teha/ iÉä½þÉ [t5Eha] ‘lift’ 471 

 
 /piÿÿe/ Ê{É^äõ [piÿÿE] ‘bird’ 553 

 /peÿÿa/ {Éä^õÉ [pEÿÿa] ‘hen (before 
laying eggs)’ 

857 

 
 /m«nni/ ¨ÉÊzÉ [m«nni] ‘no’ 811 

 /munne/ ¨ÉÖzÉä [munnE] ‘in front’ 169 

/e/ /a/ 
 /loùte/ ±ÉÉä%iÉä [l�ùt5E] ‘in house’ 028 

 /veùta/ ´Éä%iÉÉ [vJEùt5a] ‘burn’ 615 

 
 /kase/ EòÉºÉä [kasE] ‘heat’ 194 

 /rasa/ ®úÉºÉÉ [Rasa] ‘apply (oil)’ 495 

 
 /kase/ EòÉºÉä [kasE] ‘heat’ 194 

 /tasa/ iÉÉºÉÉ [t5asa] ‘close’ 308 
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/a/ /«/ 
 /martaâ/ ¨ÉÉ®úiÉÉÆ [mart5aâ] ‘finished’ 410 

 /m«rsu/ ¨É®úºÉÖ [m«rsu] ‘axe’ 505 

 
 /vat«na/ ´ÉÉiÉxÉÉ [vat5«na] ‘did it (non 

masc) come’ 

374 

 /v«tut«/ ´ÉiÉÖiÉ [v«t5ut5«] ‘dry’ 781 

 
 /huùêa/ ½Úþb÷É [huùêa] ‘see’ 270 

 /guùê«/ MÉÚb÷ [guùê«] ‘nest’ 915 

 

/a/ /o/ 
 /huùêa/ ½Úþb÷É [huùêa] ‘see’ 270 

 /huùêo/ ½Úþb÷Éä [huùê�] ‘She will not 
see’ 

275 

 
 /taka/ iÉÉEòÉ [t5aka] ‘walk’ 340 

 /tako/ iÉÉEòÉä [t5ak�] ‘not feasible’ 368 

 
 /dakoùm/ nùÉEòÉä%¨É [d5ak�ùm] ‘let us go’ 370 

 /dohm«ê/ nùÉä½þ¨Éb÷ [d5�hm«}] ‘to tie’ 852 

 

/u/ /o/ 
 /tinnur/ ÊiÉzÉÖ®ú [t5innur] ‘They won't 

eat’ 

280 

 /tinnor/ ÊiÉzÉÉä®ú [t5inn�r] ‘He won't eat’ 279 

 
 /k«riùjur/ Eò®úÒªÉÖ®ú [k«Riùjur] ‘they won't 

learn’ 

265 

 /k«riùjor/ Eò®úÒªÉÉä®ú [k«Riùj�r] ‘he won't learn’ 264 

 
 /muùêu/ ¨ÉÚbÖ÷ [muùêu] ‘three’ 025 

 /huùêo/ ½Úþb÷Éä [huùê�] ‘She will not 
see’ 

275 
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/e/ /«/ 
 /peddi/ {ÉäÊqù [pEd5d5i] ‘mother's elder 

sister’ 

722 

 /p«ddi/ {ÉÊqù [p«d5d5i] ‘pig’ 571 

 
 /loùte/ ±ÉÉä%iÉä [l�ùt5E] ‘in house’ 028 

 /roùt«/ ®úÉä%iÉ [R�ùt5«] ‘dirty’ 761 

 
 /heùke/ ½ä%þEäò [hEùkE] ‘there’ 428 

 /leùk«/ ±Éä%Eò [lEùk«] ‘like’ 060 

4.2.2 Nasalised vowels 

/i/ /"â/ 
 /p«nêi/ {ÉÆÊb÷ [p«÷êi] ‘fruit’ 170 

 /p«nêiâ/ {ÉÆËb÷ [p«÷êiâ] ‘fruit’ 404 

 
 /kurmi/ EÖò®úÊ¨É [kurmi] ‘husk (paddy)’ 704 

 /m«r«miâ/ ¨É®úË¨É [m«R«miâ] ‘marriage’ 003 

 
 /kav«êi/ EòÉ´ÉÊb÷ [kav«êi] ‘bamboo pole ' 644 

 /k«p«êiâ/ Eò{ÉËb÷ [k«p«}iâ] ‘clothes’ 361 

/e/ /e)/ 
 /hille/ Ê½þ±±Éä [hillE] ‘no’ 054 

 /hilleâ/ Ê½þ±±Éå [hillEâ] ‘no (pl)’ 802 

 
 /loùte/ ±ÉÉä%iÉä [l�ùt5E] ‘in house’ 028 

 /hoùdeâ/ ½þÉä%nåù [h�ùd5Eâ] ‘magic’ 999 

 
 /piÿe/ Ê{É]äõ [piÿE] ‘bird’ 501 

 /piÿeâ/ Ê{É]åõ [piÿEâ] ‘birds’ 491 
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/a/ /a)/ 
 /hajan«/ ½þÉªÉÉxÉ [hajan«] ‘about to die’ 797 

 /keùjaâta/ Eä%òªÉÉÆiÉÉ [kEùjaât5a] ‘she is calling’ 784 

 
 /m«nta/ ¨ÉÆiÉÉ [m«n5t5a] ‘is (non masc)’ 345 

 /m«ntaâ/ ¨ÉÆiÉÉÆ [m«n5t5aâ] ‘is (pl)’ 408 

 
 /k«rsa/ Eò®úºÉÉ [k«rsa] ‘learn’ 948 

 /v«rsaâ/ ´É®úºÉÉÆ [v«rsaâ] ‘years’ 020 

/u/ /u)/ 
 /kuêukeâ/ EÖòbÖ÷Eåò [kuêukEâ] ‘bare (naked)’ 524 

 /moùpuâku/ ¨ÉÉä%{ÉÖÆEÖò [m�ùpuâku] ‘during season’ 071 

 
 /velu/ ´Éä±ÉÖ [vElu] ‘finger’ 907 

 /naluâ/ xÉÉ±ÉÖÆ [naluâ] ‘four 
(non.masc.)’ 

076 

 
 /nejju/ xÉäªªÉÖ [nEjju] ‘ghee’ 765 

 /hejjuâ/ ½äþªªÉÖÆ [hEjjuâ] ‘five’ 019 

/o/ /o)/ 
 /intor/ <ÆiÉÉä®ú [in5t5�r] ‘he said’ 816 

 /it�Soâre/ <SÉÉå®äú [it�S�ârE] ‘only this 
much’ 

093 

 
 /tinno/ ÊiÉzÉÉä [t5inn�] ‘She won't eat’ 281 

 /tinnoâ/ ÊiÉzÉÉå [t5inn�â] ‘they (non 
masc) won't 
eat’ 

282 

 
 /k«riùjo/ Eò®úÒªÉÉä [k«Riùj�] ‘she won't 

learn’ 

266 

 /k«riùjoâ/ Eò®úÒªÉÉå [k«Riùj�â] ‘they (non 
masc) won't 
learn’ 

267 



Evidence of Contrast 

29 

4.2.3 Lengthened vowels 

/i/ /iù/ 
 /piÿe/ Ê{É]äõ [piÿE] ‘bird’ 501 

 /piùÿe/ {ÉÒ]äõ [piùÿE] ‘pregnant 
(local)’ 

965 

 
 /tirija/ ÊiÉÊ®úªÉÉ [t5iRija] ‘turn’ 294 

 /k«riùja/ Eò®úÒªÉÉ [k«Riùja] ‘learn’ 251 

 
 /hiùntin/ ½þÓÊiÉxÉ [hiùn5t5in] ‘you are giving’ 414 

 /tittiùn/ ÊiÉkÉÒxÉ [t5it5t5iùn] ‘you ate’ 379 

/u/ /uù/ 
 /uso/ =ºÉÉä [us�] ‘scare off (goats 

and hens)’ 

6
3
7 

 /uùsa/ >ðºÉÉ [uùsa] ‘plaster (imp)’ 9
4
6  

 /muêi/ ¨ÉÖÊb÷ [muêi] ‘knot’ 391 

 /muùêu/ ¨ÉÚbÖ÷ [muùêu] ‘three’ 025 

 
 /kurmi/ EÖò®úÊ¨É [kurmi] ‘husk (paddy)’ 7

0
4 

 /kuùrk«/ EÚò®úEò [kuùrk«] ‘sleep’ 4
4
4 
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/o/ /où/ 
 /kojtor/ EòÉäªÉiÉÉä®ú [k�jt5�r] ‘he had cut’ 104 

 /koùjtor/ EòÉä%ªÉiÉÉä®ú [k�ùjt5�r] ‘Gond tribals’ 803 

 
 /norsant«n/ xÉÉä®úºÉÉÆiÉxÉ [n�Rsan5t5«n] ‘I wash (my hands)’ 3

1
9 

 /noùrsant«n/ xÉÉä%®úºÉÉÆiÉxÉ [n�ùRsan5t5«n] ‘I am pounding’ 1
1
1  

 /pongsant«na/ {ÉÉåMÉºÉÉÆiÉxÉÉ [p�Ngsan5t5«na] ‘Is it dripping (after 
boiling)’ 

1
1
3 

 /poùngsant«na/ {ÉÉå%MÉºÉÉÆiÉxÉÉ [p�ùNgsan5t5«na
] 

‘is it dripping’ 8
7
7 

 

/e/ /eù/ 
 /eêki/ Bb÷ÊEò [Eêki] ‘fever’ 373 

 /eùêuâ/ B%bÖÆ÷ [Eù}uâ] ‘seven’ 532 

 
 /netur/ xÉäiÉÖ®ú [nEt5ur] ‘blood’ 564 

 /heùpur/ ½ä%þ{ÉÖ®ú [hEùpur] ‘broom’ 604 

 
 /meddur/ ¨ÉäqÖù®ú [mEd5d5ur] ‘brain’ 586 

 /meùndul/ ¨Éå%nÖù±É [mEùn5d5ul] ‘body’ 573 
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5   Syllable structure 

5.1 Syllable types 

Southern Gondi has 5 distinct syllable types. They are the following: 

5.1.1 Syllables represented by the shape V 
 /a.si/ +ÉÊºÉ [a.si] ‘after 

happening’ 

014 

 /a.t«n/ +ÉiÉxÉ [a.t5«n] ‘I became’ 045 

 /où.n«d/ +Éä%xÉnù [�ù.n«d5] ‘his’ 197 

5.1.2  Syllables represented by the shape CV 
 /na.va/ xÉÉ´ÉÉ [na.va] ‘my’ 002 

 /veù.ste/ ´Éä%ºiÉä [vEù.st5E] ‘if layed’ 058 

 /koù.êi.jaê/ EòÉä%Êb÷ªÉÉb÷ [k�ù.}i.ja}] ‘daughter-in-
law’ 

044 

5.1.3  Syllables represented by the shape VC 
 /ev.tir/ B´ÉÊiÉ®ú [EV.t5iR] ‘arrive’ 353 

 /«l.va.ÿ«/ +±É´ÉÉ]õ [«l.va.ÿ«] ‘habbit’ 187 

 /«n.ÿoù.r«m/ +Æ]õÉä%®ú¨É [«÷.ÿ�ù.R«m] ‘all of us’ 157 

5.1.4  Syllables represented by the shape CVC 
 /loùn/ ±ÉÉä%xÉ [l�ùn] ‘house’ 001 

 /«.nug.m«ê/ +xÉÖMÉ¨Éb÷ [«.nug.m«ê] ‘to be 
pressed’ 

051 

 /s«v.rit�S.m«ê/ ºÉ´ÉÊ®úSÉ¨Éb÷ [s«v.rit�S.m«ê] ‘to be 
repaired’ 

075 

 

5.1.5 Syllables represented by the shape CVCC 
 /m«ks.m«ê/ ¨ÉCºÉ¨Éb÷ [m«ks.m«}] ‘to hide’ 1

9
6 

 /jeùr.tung.m«ê/ ªÉä%®úiÉÖÆMÉ¨Éb÷ [jEùR.t5uNg.m«ê] ‘bath’ 5
2
9 

 /t«.lahk/ iÉ±ÉÉ½þEò [t5«.lahk] ‘pregnant)’ 9
6
4 
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5.2 Distribution of syllables in words 

5.2.1 Monosyllabic words 
Three of the five syllable types can occur as monosyllabic words, 
examples of which are shown below. 
VC /oùm/ [�ùm] ‘take it away’ 865 

CV /teù/ [t5Eù] ‘rise up’ 385 

CVC /loùn/ [l�ùn] ‘house’ 001 

5.2.2  Disyllabic words 
The distribution of syllables in disyllabic words are as shown in the 
examples below. 
V.CV /a.si/ [a.si] ‘after happening’ 014 

V.CVC /a.t«n/ [a.t5«n] ‘I became’ 045 

CV.CV /ma.ku/ [ma.ku] ‘to/for us’ 018 

CV.CVC /ba.b«l/ [ba.b«l] ‘father’ 029 

CV.CVCC /t«.lahk/ [t5«.lahk] ‘pregnant(with 
respect)’ 

964 

CVC.CV /veùs.te/ [vEùs.t5E] ‘if layed’ 058 

CVC.CVC /m«n.kel/ [m«n.kEl] ‘man.masc’ 032 

CV.CVC.CV /v«.ê«k.ma/ [v«.ê«k.ma] ‘don't speak’ 344 

CVCC.CVC /m«ks.m«ê/ [m«ks.m«}] ‘to hide’ 196 

CVC.CV /h«ÿ.ÿ«/ [h«ÿ.ÿ«] ‘shoulder’ 995 

VC.CVC /ev.tir/ [EV.t5iR] ‘arrive’ 353 
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5.2.3 Trisyllabic words 
Various patterns of distribution of syllables in trisyllabic words are as 
shown in the examples below. 
V.CV.CV /e.ru.vu/ [E.Ru.vu] ‘manure’ 0

1
7 

V.CV.CVC /uù.pu.m«ê/ [uù.pu.m«ê] ‘to swing’ 3
1
2 

V.CVC.CVC /a.t«n.ga/ [a.t5«N.ga] ‘Is it over 
(pl)’ 

3
5
9 

V.CVC.CVC /«.nug.m«ê/ [«.nug.m«ê] ‘to be 
pressed’ 

0
5
1 

CV.CV.CV /m«.r«.miâ/ [m«.R«.miâ] ‘marriage’ 0
0
3 

CV.CV.CVC /koù.êi.jaê/ [k�ù.}i.ja}] ‘daughter-in-
law’ 

0
4
4 

CV.CVC.CV /pi.lal.ku/ [pi.lal.ku] ‘children’ 0
7
9 

CV.CVC.CVC /te.rah.tor/ [t5E.Rah.t5�r] ‘he fought’ 1
3
3 

VC.CV.CV /en.mi.di/ [En.mi.d5i] ‘eight’ 1
2
7 

VC.CV.CVC /«n.ÿoù.r«m/ [«÷.ÿ�ù.R«m] ‘all of us’ 1
5
7 

VC.CVC.CV /«ê.s«n.ta/ [«}.s«n5.t5a] ‘she cries’ 3
9
9 

VC.CVC.CVC /us.man.t«n/ [us.man5.t5«n] ‘I am wiping’ 3
2
1 

CVC.CV.CV /k«r.su.ma/ [k«R.su.ma] ‘don't play’ 1
5
5 

CVC.CV.CVC /k«s.ku.m«ê/ [k«s.ku.m«}] 'be bitten’ 0
7
8 

CVC.CVC.CV /b«s.keùê.ku/ [b«s.kEùê.ku] ‘always’ 0
7
3 

CVC.CVC.CVC /s«v.rit�S.m«ê/ [s«v.rit�S.m«ê] ‘to be 
repaired’ 

0
7
5 

CVC.CVCC.CVC /jeùr.tung.m«ê/ [jEùR.t5uNg.m«ê] ‘bath’ 5
2
9 

CVCC.CVC.CV /t«ng.m«r.ri/ [t5«Ng.m«r.ri] ‘grandchild’ 1
8
3 

CVCC.CVC.CVC /tenê.san.t«n/ [t5E÷ê.san5.t5«n] ‘I draw(water 
from well)’ 

3
2
2 
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5.2.4 Polysyllabic words 
Some of the words with four and more than four syllables are given below. 
CV.CV.CVC.CV 

/b«.ga.n«n.n«/ [b«.ga.n«n.n«] ‘anywhere’ 494 

CVC.CV.CVC.CVC 
/boê.sa.m«n.tom/ [b�ê.sja.m«n5.t5�m] ‘we are cookinge’ 700 

VC.CVC.CVC.CVC 
/en.b«j.ron.êun/ [En.b«j.R�÷.êun] ‘in year eightytwo’ 004 

CV.CVC.CV.CV 
/ga.l«m.pu.êi/ [ga.l«m.pu.êi] ‘earth worm’ 123 

CV.CV.CV.CV 
/ha.l«.p«.ra/ [ha.l«.p«.ra] ‘enough’ 053 

CVC.CV.CVC.CV 
/hil.l«.kun.ÿe/ [hil.l«.ku÷.ÿE] ‘if it is not’ 821 

CVC.CV.CV.CV 
/hur.ve.viù.si/ [huR.vE.viù.si] ‘honey bee’ 200 

CV.CV.CVC.CVC 
/k«.riù.j«n.t«n/ [k«.Riù.j«n5.t5«n] ‘I will learn’ 225 

CVC.CV.CV.CVC.CVC 
/huùê.se.ke.m«n.t«n/ [huùê.sE.kE.m«n5.t5«n] ‘I am seeing’ 249 

CV.CV.CV.CVC.CV 
/m«.d�Zi.li.k«r.su/ [m«.d�Zi.li.k«R.su] ‘brideprice)’ 598 

CV.CV.CV.CVC.CV.CV 
/ki.ja.p«.raân.ti.na/ [ki.ja.p«.Raân5.t5i.na] ‘can(you) fix it’ 401 

CV.CVC.CV.CV.CVC.CVC 
/k«.riùj.se.ke.m«n.t«n/ [k«.Riùj.sE.kE.m«n5.t5«n] ‘|I am learning’ 217 

 
5.2.5 Significant restrictions 
The syllable types V and VC occur in word initial position only. They are 
not found in word medial and word final positions. 
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6   Distribution of Phonemes 

6.1 Consonants 

6.1.1 Word-initial consonants 
All consonants occur in the word-initial position. 
 
p /poht�Sim/ {ÉÉä½þÊSÉ¨É [p�ht�Sim] ‘throw’ 302 

b /bab«l/ ¤ÉÉ¤É±É [bab«l] ‘father’ 029 

m /m«r«miâ/ ¨É®úË¨É [m«R«miâ] ‘marriage’ 003 

v /v«êka/ ´Éb÷EòÉ [v«êka] ‘speak’ 343 

t /t«ht�Si/ iÉ½þÊSÉ [t5«ht�Si] ‘after bringing’ 091 

d /doh«tt«n/ nùÉä½þkÉxÉ [d5�h«t5t5«n] ‘made’ 047 

n /nav«d/ xÉÉ´Énù [nav«d5] ‘mine’ 419 

s /s«ll«ÿ«/ ºÉ±±É]õ [s«ll«ÿ«] ‘cold (water)’ 687 

l /loppo/ ±ÉÉä{{ÉÉä [l�pp�] ‘in’ 005 

r /rasa/ ®úÉºÉÉ [Rasa] ‘apply (oil)’ 495 

ÿ /ÿ«rr«/ ]õ®ú [ÿ«rr«] ‘call to scare 
(goat)’ 

633 

ê /êekk«/ bä÷�ò [êEkk«] ‘hoof’ 790 

t�S /t�Sinn«g«/ ÊSÉzÉMÉ [t�Sinn«Ä«] ‘small’ 460 

d�Z /d�Zaêi/ VÉÉÊb÷ [d�Zaêi] ‘grass’ 055 

j /jav«/ ªÉÉ´É [jav«] ‘mother’ 581 

k /koùêijaê/ EòÉä%Êb÷ªÉÉb÷ [k�ù}ija}] ‘daughter-in-
law’ 

044 

g /guê«/ MÉÖb÷ [guê«] ‘together’ 038 

h /hille/ Ê½þ±±Éä [hillE] ‘no’ 054 

 



Distribution of Phonemes 

36 

6.1.2 Word-medial consonants 
All consonants occur word medially in the intervocalic position. 
 
p /uùpum«ê/ >ð{ÉÖ¨Éb÷ [uùpum«ê] ‘to swing’ 312 

b /k«b«ê/ Eò¤Éb÷ [k«b«ê] ‘work’ 828 

m /k«rsuma/ Eò®úºÉÖ¨ÉÉ [k«Rsuma] ‘don't play’ 155 

v /hovor/ ½þÉä´ÉÉä®ú [h�v�r] ‘salt’ 990 

t /kiùtom/ EòÒiÉÉä¨É [kiùt5�m] ‘we did’ 102 

d /b«du/ ¤ÉnÖù [b«d5u] ‘who (non 
masc)’ 

365 

n /m«n«kom/ ¨ÉxÉEòÉä¨É [m«n«k�m] ‘we stay’ 085 

s /usuma/ =ºÉÖ¨ÉÉ [usuma] ‘erase (imp)’ 134 

l /pilalku/ Ê{É±ÉÉ±EÖò [pilalku] ‘children’ 079 

r /poro/ {ÉÉä®úÉä [p�r�] ‘above’ 463 

ÿ /momoùÿu/ ¨ÉÉä¨ÉÉä%]Öõ [m�m�ùÿu] ‘we’ 092 

ê /d�Zaêi/ VÉÉÊb÷ [d�Zaêi] ‘grass’ 055 

t�S /it�Soâre/ <SÉÉå®äú [it�S�ârE] ‘only this 
much’ 

093 

d�Z /veêid�Zu/ ´ÉäÊb÷VÉÖ [vEêid�Zu] ‘bear’ 533 

j /tirija/ ÊiÉÊ®úªÉÉ [t5iRija] ‘turn’ 294 

k /kiùkoùm/ EòÒEòÉä%¨É [kiùk�ùm] ‘let us do’ 052 

g /peùgiêi/ {Éä%ÊMÉÊb÷ [pEùgiêi] ‘girl child’ 397 

h /n«hag«/ xÉ½þÉMÉ [n«hag«] ‘with me’ 406 
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6.1.3 Word-final consonants 
Consonants /m/,/d/,/n/,/l/,/r/,/ÿ/,/ê/,/j/,/k/ occur as 
single segments word finally. 
m /dumar«m/ nÖù¨ÉÉ®ú¨É [d5umaR«m] ‘wind’ 072 

d /p«ê«n«d/ {Éb÷xÉnù [p«ê«n«d5] ‘old’ 446 

n /at«n/ +ÉiÉxÉ [at5«n] ‘I became’ 045 

l /porol/ {ÉÉä®úÉä±É [p�R�l] ‘name’ 009 

r /boùr/ ¤ÉÉä%®ú [b�ùr] ‘anyone’ 063 

ÿ /hiùk«ÿ/ ½þÒEò]õ [hiùk«ÿ] ‘darkness’ 738 

ê /k«skum«ê/ EòºEÖò¨Éb÷ [k«skum«}] ‘to be bitten 
(dog)’ 

078 

j /kunê«k«j/ EÖÆòb÷EòªÉ [ku÷ê«k«j] ‘elbow’ 488 

k /peùêek/ {Éä%bä÷Eò [pEùêEk] ‘seeds’ 871 
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6.2 Consonant Clusters 

There are no word initial consonant clusters but clusters are found word 
medially and word finally. 
 
6.2.1 Word-medial consonant clusters 
 p b m v t d n s l r ÿ ê t�S d�Z j k g h 
p 7       1           
b  3                 
m 1  12  2              
v    5       1        
t     28     2      3   
d      13             
n   8  104 9 30    7 21 6 14  10 17  
s   8 1 6   2        12   
l 2        13       10   
r 2  4 3 6 1  9  9      14   
ÿ   3     1   9     2   
ê 1  3  1 3 1 15    8     2  
t�S         1       1   
d�Z                   
j   4     27       9 3  1 
k   9  1   7 1       12   
g                 9  
h              8  15   
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Examples of word medial consonant clusters are given below. Out of the 
word list of 850 words that the authors had collected, only those clusters 
that were found more than 10 times are being included here. 
mm /gummi/ MÉÖÎ¨¨É [gummi] ‘bamboo basket 

(for paddy)’ 

514 

tt /m«tte/ ¨ÉkÉä [m«t5t5E] ‘after being’ 083 

dd /peddi/ {ÉäÊqù [pEd5d5i] ‘mother's elder 
sister’ 

722 

nt /noùrsant«n/ xÉÉä%®úºÉÉÆiÉxÉ [n�ùRsan5t5«n] ‘I am 
pounding’ 

111 

nn /honnu/ ½þÉäzÉÖ [h�nnu] ‘go’ 260 

nê /p«nêi/ {ÉÆÊb÷ [p«÷êi] ‘fruit’ 170 

nd�Z /v«nd�Zi/ ´ÉÆÊVÉ [v«ød�Zi] ‘paddy’ 454 

nk /barinku/ ¤ÉÉË®úEÖò [baRiNku] ‘why’ 868 

ng /hoùngu/ ½þÉå%MÉÖ [h�ùNgu] ‘anger’ 485 

sk /mesku/ ¨ÉäºEÖò [mEsku] ‘egg’ 126 

ll /hille/ Ê½þ±±Éä [hillE] ‘no’ 054 

lk /poùgulke/ {ÉÉä%MÉÖ±Eäò [p�ùÄulkE] ‘ear ring’ 119 

rk /kuùrk«/ EÚò®úEò [kuùrk«] ‘sleep’ 444 

ês /hoêsa/ ½þÉäb÷ºÉÉ [h�êsa] ‘leave it’ 069 

js /kojsi/ EòÉäªÉÊºÉ [k�jsi] ‘after cutting’ 334 

kk /l«kku/ ±É�Ùò [l«kku] ‘distance/far’ 768 

hk /dakoùm/ nùÉEòÉä%¨É [d5ak�ùm] ‘let us go’ 370 

6.2.2 Word-final consonant clusters 
Only one cluster - /hk/ is found word finally. 
hk /t«lahk/ iÉ±ÉÉ½þEò [t5«lahk] ‘pregnant (with 

respect)’ 

964 

6.3 Vowels 

All vowels occur in open and closed syllables. Exceptions are the 
nasalised vowels which do not occur word initially. 
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7   Practical Alphabet 
Regarding the practical alphabet that should be used to write Southern 
Gondi, few matters need to be taken into consideration.  
 
The Southern Gonds are spread over in two states - Maharashtra and 
Andhra Pradesh. In Maharashtra, Marathi is being promoted using the 
Devanagri script. In Andhra Pradesh, the medium used is Telugu, which 
uses the Telugu script. It means that two alphabets ‘Devanagri’ and 
‘Telugu’ need to be used so as to reach all the Gonds living in the two 
states. 
 
The Gonds have also developed a script of their own and are trying to 
promote it among themselves. They seem to be happy about it. So the third 
option of using the Gondi script to write their language can also be 
considered  
 
In this paper Devanagri and Telugu scripts are being assigned to write 
Gondi. 
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7.1 Devanagri Script 

Devanagri script assigned to each phoneme for the sake of Gondi spoken 
in Maharashtra is as shown in the table below. 

7.1.1 Consonants 
The Devanagri script character assigned to each consonant phoneme as 
follows. 
 

            
p {É t iÉ ÿ ]õ t�S SÉ k Eò   
b ¤É d nù ê b÷ d�Z VÉ g MÉ   
m ¨É n xÉ         
v ´É s ºÉ       h ½þ 
  l ±É         
  r ®ú  Ã÷       
      j ªÉ     
            

 
The Devanagri script character assigned to each vowel phoneme as 
follows. 
 

                
i <  iù <Ç "â <Æ     u =ð uù >ð u) =Æ 
e B  eù B% e) BÆ     o +Éä où +Éä

% 
o) +Éå 

      « +         
      a +É a) +ÉÆ       
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7.2 Telugu script 

Telugu script assigned to each phoneme for the Gondi speakers in Andhra 
Pradesh is as shown below. 

7.2.1 Consonants 
The Telugu script character assigned to each consonant phoneme as 
follows 
 

            
p mxs t »Ï½Á ÿ ÈÁ t�S ¿«Á k NRP   
b ÊÁ d ¶µ«¶ ê ²«¶ d�Z ÇÁ g gRi   
m ª«sV n ©«s         
v ª«s«s s qxs       h ¤R¦¦ 
  l ÌÁ         
  r LRi         
      j ¸«¶V     
            

 
The Telugu script character assigned to each vowel phoneme as follows 
 

                
i iB iù C "â BLi     u D uù E u) DLii 
e Fs eù G e) FsLi     o I où J o) ILi 
      « @         
      a A a) ALi       
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